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TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: THE NUCLEAR REPROCESSING ISSUE RESURFACES IN PRESS 

1. PAKISTAN'S PRESS HAS GIVEN WIDE COVERAGE TO THE NUCLEAR 
REPROCESSING ISSUE IN THE WEEK SINCE GENERAL ZIA UL-HAQ, THE CHIEE 
MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR, IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE WASHINGTON 
POST, REITERATED 

HIS DETERMINATION TO SECURE A REPROCESSING 
PLANT. ACCOUNTS OF THE INTERVIEW, UNIVERSALLY LAUDATORY IN 
TONE AND ALMOST UNIFORM IN LANGUAGE, REGURGITATE THE BY-NOW 
STANDARD RATIONALES FOR PAKISTAN'S ACQUIRING REPROCESSING 
TECHNOLOGY. 

2. PAKISTAN IS A FOSSIL FUEL POOR COUNTRY, SO THE ARGUMENT GOES, 
WHOSE HOPES EOR FUTURE PROGRESS REST ON ITS ABILITY TO DEVELOP 
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NUCLEAR ENERGY. THE ISSUE OE PROLIFERATION IS A FALSE ONE 
BECAUSE REPROCESSING PLANTS ARE ALREADY SPREADING AROUND 
THE WORLD WITH TWO, AND SOON TO BE A THIRD, IN INDIA ALONE. 

IF THE PROLIFERATION EEAR IS BASED ON DEVELOPMENT OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS THEN THE ISSUE IS MOOT, BECAUSE PAKISTAN 
HAS NO DESIRE TO SQUANDER ITS MEAGER RESOURCES ON NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS AND HAS ALREADY AGREED TO UNPARALLELED SAEEGUARDS 
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ON THE PROPOSED PLANT. "CO-PROCESSING" IS AN UNACCEPTABLE 
ALTERNATIVE BECAUSE IT IS AN AS YET UNPROVEN TECHNOLOGY 
WITH WHICH PAKISTAN CAN ILL-AEEORD TO EXPERIMENT. 

3. DESPITE ESCHEWING THE POSSIBILITY OF USING THE PLANT 
TO DEVELOP NECLEAR WEAPONS, THE GOP HAS PLAYED UP THE 
THREAT POSED BY INDIAN AND ISRAELI NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES. 
OFFICIALS POINT OUT THAT INDIA HAS SO FAR REFUSED TO DIS- 
CUSS PAKISTAN'S PROPOSED SOUTH ASIAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
FREE ZONE. IMPLICIT IN THE ARTICLES IS THE OLD CANARD 
THAT OPPOSITION TO PAKISTAN'S ACQUIRING THE TECHNOLOGY 
IS THE RESULT OF A HINDU-JEWISH CONSPIRACY; THE USG'S 
"IMMORAL OPPOSITION" TO THE PLANT IS ALSO LAID AT 
THE DOOR-STEP OF TRADITIONAL ANTI-ISLAMIC PREJUDICES. 
SEVERAL PAPERS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE GOP SHOULD RAISE 
THE ISSUE AT THE FIRST ASIAN ISLAMIC SUMMIT SCHEDULED TO 
BE HELD IN KARACHI IN JULY IN THE HOPE OF COUNTER-BALANCING 
PRESSURE FROM THE UNITED STATES AND ITS ALLIES. 

HUMMEL 
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